
What is the message of 

the story "Tiger in the 

Tunnel" b,y Ruskin Bond? 



The messag,e of the sto,ry is that 

courage in the execution of duty 

and resi lience in t he face of 

adversity are necessar,y tra its for 

surviv,al in t he jungles of India. 

In the story, Tembu's father is 

Baldeo; Baldeo is a night­

watchman who works at a way 

station. His job is to make sure 

that the signal lam1p never 

becomes q1uenched and that the 



tunnel is free from o:b:struction 

when the m1ail train co1mes 

throug·h eve·ry evening. Tembu 

sometimes accompanies his 

father on these night-time 

excursions; they sleep in a hut 

near the way station as Baldeo 

watches through the night. 



Tembu, his sister, an 1d his mother 

grieve for Baldeo for two days; 
after the s1hort grieving period, 

Tembu takes up his father's axe 

and proceeds to perform the 

night-watch tasks his father was 

responsible for when he was 
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allive. l1n th,e face of danger, 

Baldeo exhibits p,erseverance and 
courage; his exemplary conduct 

is a legacy to his family, w lho 

pro,ve resilient i1n the face of 

adversity. 


